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he pleases, must needs choose some man of those that
are, have "been or may be, none of whom are universal.
Such is the sum of Hobbes's scattered statements on
the subject of the General Name, and when they are
all taken together, we may look in vain for a more cir-
cumspect deliverance through all the later upholders of
Nominalism.

The form of Proposition arises from the Name, because
names have this superiority over all other marks and
signs of thought, whether natural or arbitrary, that they
may be connected into running speech, and so he made
to represent continuous mental discourse or succession of
thoughts. There is already combination in such a name
as " animal," which is ma.de up of the two simple names
"body" and "animated"; but the coupling that is
of chief account for science or general knowledge is
in the form of Proposition, with the more complex
form of Syllogism. In Proposition, two names are
coupled so as to signify that the speaker conceives the
second to be a name of the same thing of which the first
is the name. Hobbe.s has generally been reported as
saying no more; but he is careful to add that the
coupling, whether it is expressed by the verb " is" or
by an inflexion of the predicate or (as in some lan-
guages) by mere juxtaposition of the names, does,
in Proposition, besides raising by the two names the
thought of one. and the same thing, farther make us
think of the reason why upon the same thing the two
names wore imposed. When, for example, we say
" Body is movable," the mind does not simply acquiesce
iu the double designation, but is set upon seeking out
what it is " to be a body " and what " to bo movable " -,